Morphological variations of the hamular process as visualized on adult bitewing radiographs.
The hamular process is the hook-like projection arising from the inferior aspect of the medial pterygoid plate of the sphenoid bone. It is regarded as a dynamic ossified projection, changing in length, width, and shape as patients age. To extend the knowledge of this structure, several radiographic examples are provided and various associated pain disorders and relevant clinical findings are reviewed.